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• ith rain all day. 'I' f�ct

It's been pouring 
w torrential rain ! Its 

It's great here. Have had unbroken sunshine 1 

ever since we arrived. We're having a 
wonderful time - though in the middle of the 
day it's just too scorching hot2 to do anything
but lie on the beach soaking up the 
sunshine3

. This is the life! 

I've never seen such 
tent - we all got soaked.

freezing cold in the 
k ut of the tent hoping

Every half hour we loo 
d
o 

In vain! We're 
for a break in the clou s,

. to a hotel next year. 
going 
•••

It • B � forwarg rained heavil II it's dry at the 
y a day yesterday but 

Anna 

1 only sunshine, no clouds in the sky 
2 extremely hot 
3 enjoying the sunshine 

Weather conditions 

th 
moment The ' . ough, and it cert . , 

· re s thick cloud
Quite a strong wi��n 

_Y looks_ like rains. 
glad we brought 

ts blowing too' Amwarm clothes! 
4 heavy rain 5 looks as if it is going to rain 

collocation , example comment 
I ' 

weather deteriorates [opposite: The weather is likely to deteriorate Deteriorate is quite formal 
improves] later on today. the weather is getting worse

is more informal. 

thick/dense fog patches of fog/mist There is thick fog on the motorway. Patches of fog/mist are small 
a blanket of fog [literary] There are patches of fog on the areas of fog/mist, whereas a

fog/mist comes down [opposite: lifts] east coast but these should lift by blanket of fog/mist is thicker 
midday. and more extensive. 

strong sun [opposite: weak] Avoid going on the beach at midday 
when the sun is strongest.

heavy rain (NOT �rain} Road conditions are difficult driving rain = rain falling fast 
driving rain because of the driving rain. and heavily 

heavy/fresh/crisp/thick/driving The snow is lovely and crisp crisp snow = snow that is fresh 
snow this morning. and hard 

hard frost There will be a hard frost tonight. opposite of a hard frost= a

light frost (NOT a soft frost} 

high/strong/light/biting winds The wind was light this morning but biting winds = very cold winds 
the wind picks up [opposite: dies down] it's picking up now and will be very If the wind picks up, it gets 

strong by the evening. The wind stronger. 
the wind blows/whistles was whistling through the trees. 

Extreme weather 
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FREAK
1 

STORMS DEVASTATE SW

1 very unusual or unexpected 
2 struck, badly affected 

English Collocations in Use Intermediate 

3 extremely strong winds
4 rivers flooded 


















































